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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 176246 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINS, IA 

SUBJECT: TERRORIST THREATS AGAINST US MOVIE DISTRIBUTOR 

1 . MOTION PICTURE PRODUCERS' ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT JACK 
VALENTI CALLED DEPARTMENT JULY 22 TO SAY THAT PERSONS PUR 
PORTING TO BE CONNECTED WITH JAPANESE RED ARMY HAD 
THREATENED TOHO PICTURES OVER RELEASE OF US FILM "BLACK 
SUNDAY" (ABOUT ISRAELI AGENT FOILING ARAB TERRORIST PLOT). 
TOHO, VALENTI SAID, HAS NOW INDEFINITELY POSTPONED DISTRI 
BUTION OF PICTURE AS RESULT. 

2. VALENTI SAID THAT, ACCORDING TO TOHO DISTRIBUTOR, 

IRAQUI AMBASSADOR AND ARAB LEAGUE REPRESENTATIVES VISITED 
MOFA VICE MINISTER ARITA RECENTLY URGING GOJ TO HALT DIS- 
TRIBUTION OF "BLACK SUNDAY"'. ARITA REPORTEDLY RESPONDED 
THAT GOJ HAD NO AUTHORITY TO DO SO IN VIEW OF FACT THAT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 176246 

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION WAS GUARANTEED IN COUNTRY. SHORTLY 
AFTERWARDS PERSONS CLAIMING RED ARMY AFFILIATION SENT 
LETTER TO TOHO EXECUTIVES SAYING THAT THEY WOULD RESPOND 
BY FORCE IF PICTURE SHOWN IN JAPAN. 

3. ADDITIONALLY, JAPAN- ARAB SOCIETY DECLARED ITS INTENTION 
OF PROTESTING RELEASE OF PICTURE AND TOHO HAS RECEIVED 
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THREATENING CALLS FROM OTHER SOURCES AS WELL. 

4. TOHO EXECUTIVES HELD EMERGENCY MEETING LAST WEEK AND 
DECIDED TO POSTPONE INDEFINITELY RELEASE OF "BLACK SUNDAY" 
IN JAPAN. COMPANY APPARENTLY FEELS THAT IT WOULD SUFFER 
PUBLIC CRITICISM SHOULD SOME INCIDENT OCCUR AS RESULT OF 
SHOWING PICTURE. TOHO HAS REPORTED ALL OF ABOVE TO 
JAPANESE POLICE AND AUTHORITIES. 

5. WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S LOOKING INTO THIS INCIDENT 
AND PROVIDING ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WHICH MIGHT BE 
READILY AVAILABLE. WE UNDERSTAND SIMILAR SITUATION OCCUR- 
RED IN RECENT PAST DURING RELEASE OF FILM ABOUT ISRAELI 
RAID ON ENTEBBE. MPPA CONTACT IN TOKYO IS I. ARAKI OF 
CINEMA INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION. VANCE 
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FOL TEL SENT ACTION TOKYO FROM SECSTATE DTD 27 JUL 1977 QTE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 176246 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINS. JA 

SUBJECT: TERRORIST THREATS AGAINST US MOVIE DISTRIBUTOR 

1 . MOTION PICTURE PRODUCERS' ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT JACK 
VALENTI CALLED DEPARTMENT JULY 22 TO SAY THAT PERSONS PUR- 
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PORTING TO BE CONNECTED WITH JAPANESE RED ARMY HAD 
THREATENED TOHO PICTURES OVER RELEASE OF US FILM "BLACK 
SUNDAY" (ABOUT ISRAELI AGENT FOILING ARAB TERRORIST PLOT). 
TOHO, VALENTI SAID, HAS NOW INDEFINITELY POSTPONED DISTRI 
BUTION OF PICTURE AS RESULT. 

2. VALENTI SAID THAT, ACCORDING TO TOHO DISTRIBUTOR, 

IRAQUI AMBASSADOR AND ARAB LEAGUE REPRESENTATIVES VISITED 
MOFA VICE MINISTER ARITA RECENTLY URGING GOJ TO HALT DIS- 
TRIBUTION OF "BLACK SUNDAY". ARITA REPORTEDLY RESPONDED 
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THAT GOJ HAD NO AUTHORITY TO DO SO IN VIEW OF FACT THAT 
FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION WAS GUARANTEED IN COUNTRY. SHORTLY 
AFTERWARDS PERSONS CLAIMING RED ARMY AFFILIATION SENT 
LETTER TO TOHO EXECUTIVES SAYING THAT THEY WOULD RESPOND 
BY FORCE IF PICTURE SHOWN IN JAPAN. 

3. ADDITIONALLY, JAPAN- ARAB SOCIETY DECLARED ITS INTENTION 
OF PROTESTING RELEASE OF PICTURE AND TOHO HAS RECEIVED 
THREATENING CALLS FROM OTHER SOURCES AS WELL. 

4. TOHO EXECUTIVES HELD EMERGENCY MEETING LAST WEEK AND 
DECIDED TO POSTPONE INDEFINITELY RELEASE OF "BLACK SUNDAY" 
IN JAPAN. COMPANY APPARENTLY FEELS THAT IT WOULD SUFFER 
PUBLIC CRITICISM SHOULD SOME INCIDENT OCCUR AS RESULT OF 
SHOWING PICTURE. TOHO HAS REPORTED ALL OF ABOVE TO 
JAPANESE POLICE AND AUTHORITIES. 

5. WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S LOOKING INTO THIS INCIDENT 
AND PROVIDING ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WHICH MIGHT BE 
READILY AVAILABLE. WE UNDERSTAND SIMILAR SITUATION OCCUR- 
RED IN RECENT PAST DURING RELEASE OF FILM ABOUT ISRAELI 
RAID ON ENTEBBE. MPPA CONTACT IN TOKYO IS I. ARAKI OF 
CINEMA INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION. VANCE UNQTE VANCE 
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Concepts: TERRORISTS, MOTION PICTURES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 27-Jul-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE1 76246 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: EMFEATHERSTONE:KAM 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770269-0808 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977071 2/aaaaakfp. tel 

Line Count: 155 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 9bfff662-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1730337 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TERRORIST THREATS AGAINST US MOVIE DISTRIBUTOR 
TAGS: PINS, SOPN, JA, US, (VALENTI, JACK) 

To: TOKYO 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/9bfff662-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



